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Greg Metze, Unsung Hero of Whiskey, Takes the Spotlight

You've probably never heard of Greg Metze. But chances are you've drank something he made.
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4 47 Greg Metze makes some of the country's finest whiskeys, but I doubt you know his name. 25-65% off every day.

Shares doubt you've heard of who he works for either, a Kansas company called MGP Ingredients.

Its website isn't flashy like other distiller websites, but then again, MGP isn't quite a

distillery.
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The 74-year-old, publicly-traded company produces "ingredient solutions," or oo i el

specialty wheat proteins and starches that other food brands use in their products.
This accounts for 20 percent of MGP's business. The other 80 percent? Well,
that comes from Metze and the 168-year-old distillery in Lawrenceburg, Indiana, where

he's worked for most of his life.

Unlike most Kentucky distilleries, there is no romance surrounding this complex. There are
no guided tours or a gift shop selling branded tchotchkes. As master distiller, Metze
produces many of the most famous and acclaimed whiskeys in the country for

brands including Seagram's, Angel's Envy, and Smooth Ambler. In many cases these

are pseudo-distilleries that bottle Metze's juice, then infer, if not outright claim, they
distilled it themselves—a subterfuge that drives whiskey geeks nuts. (Earlier this year, it got

Templeton Rye in legal trouble for misrepresenting its MGP origins.)
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